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Statement on“Cranbrook in Japan” show

The Cranbrook Academy of Art has been an international haven for artists and designers
since it opened more than 75 years ago. Founded by a Canadian metalsmith (George Booth)
and designed by a Finnish architect (Eliel Saarinen), the Academy has always welcomed
students and faculty from around the world. This year alone, our 160 students and faculty
represent 35 U.S. states and more than a dozen countries. It's always been that way here,
and always will be.

The Academy has long shared a special relationship with Japan, a nation whose rich artistic
heritage has had a significant influence on art and design in the US, particularly in the 20th
century. From faculty such as Jun Kaneko to graduates such as Fumihiko Maki, Japan has
been—and continues to be—well represented at Cranbrook. Indeed, it would be unusual to
find a year without Japanese representation here.

All the better for Cranbrook, and, we hope, for Japan. Cranbrook is a place of discipline,
invention, and spirited engagement. Our students, faculty, and alumni are responsible for
some of the most important design and art innovations of the last 100 years. Harry Bertoia,
Charles and Ray Eames, Ed Fella, John Glick, Daniel Libeskind, Katherine and Michael McCoy,
Hani Rashid, Eero Saarinen, Masamichi Udagawa, Ann Wilson, and Lorraine Wild all either
studied or taught here. Everyone from Matthew Barney to Constantine Boym to Bruce Mau
and Bridget Riley have visited or lectured in the last few years. The creative and intellectual
ferment at Cranbrook is high, very high. And since we have no set curriculum, no classes,
and no restrictions on how our students study, the atmosphere is one of remarkable
discovery all the time.

That's why you're seeing the kind of work before you in this exhibition.These are strong
architects, artists, and designers. They represent their school well. More importantly, they
represent some of the great promise in contemporary Japanese art and design. This is an
important slice of the nation’s developing heritage, and we're delighted Cranbrook has
played a role in their work.

Please enjoy this exhibition, and visit us online (www.cranbrookart.edu) to learn more
about Cranbrook. You are also invited to visit our landmark campus at any time. It is a place
of perpetual wonder and beauty, and we would be honored to welcome you there.

Best wishes,

Reed Kroloff
Director
Cranbrook Academy of Art

www.cranbrookart.edu
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Direction: JR Shinjuku Station 12 min walk/
Keio New-Line, Hatsudai Station 8 minwalk/
Odakyu Line, Sangubashi Station 8min walk/
Toei Oedo Line, Tochomae Station 8 minwalk
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Shinjuku Park Tower
3-7-1 Nishi-Shinjuku
Shinjuku-ku
163-1062 Tokyo
TEL: 03-5322-6500

http: /www.ozone.co.jp/




